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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. Vin 


Certain observations on the international application 
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date (Rule 44£>£r .2), 
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2. 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.\{a){\) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the intmiational application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International EVeliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the £^plicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.12r(Xb) that written opinions of 
this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the e?q>iration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

For further details, see notes to Form rcT/ISA/220. 
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International application No. 

PCT/IB2004/000998 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion lias been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

I I in written format 

I I in conputer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in conq>uter readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

I I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Novelty (N) claims 1-2 4 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 1^24 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1—24 


YES 


Claims 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Documents taken into consideration: 



Dl: FR 2 751 510 A (30.01.1998) 
D2: EP 1 290 940 A (12.03.2003) 
D3: US 5 252 537 A (12.10.1993) 



The subject matter of the invention relates to a method 
for preserving natural flowers once they have been cut. 
The method comprises selecting flowers to be processed, 
placing the flowers in a supporting grid, completely 
dehydrating the flowers in a series of three steps using 
a mixture of a solvent and water whereby the water is 
completely replaced by the solvent, impregnating the 
flowers with a mixture of dyes, a solvent similar to the 
one referred to above, and a polymer soluble in both, in 
such a way that when the water in the plant tissues is 
replaced by other chemical substances, the resulting 
flowers have a prolonged shelf life and have the same 
appearance and texture as fresh flowers, and finally 
evaporating off the solvent in a vacuum or by increasing 
the temperature. 

Cited documents Dl to D3 reflect the prior art in the 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

field of preserving cut flowers using a dehydration 
process followed by an impregnation process. However, in 
these documents, dehydration is either partial or 
achieved by means of molecular sieves, or alternatively 
the devices used are clearly different. 



It follows that the invention claimed differs from the 
cited documents mainly in that none of said documents 
describes complete dehydration carried out in a series of 
three steps without the use of sieves, and enabling the 
flowers to be fully impregnated with a mixture of 
polymers and dyes that preserve the appearance thereof. 

Therefore, the invention as set forth in claims 1 to 24 
is novel and considered to involve an inventive step and 
to be industrially applicable (PCX Article 33(2), (3) and 
(4) ) . 
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